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Labour News  
PENGE & CATOR BRANCH  

Labour continues to 
work for all our residents  

Simon Jeal, Kevin Brooks and Kathy Bance, your local Councillors  

Our Labour Councillors are working to meet their 
pledges to you  
Since being elected, your local Councillors have 
continued fighting for the needs of everybody in 
Penge and Cator, so often overlooked by 
Bromley's Conservative council. 
 
At July’s meeting of Bromley Council, Penge’s 
Councillors (as part of Bromley’s Labour group) 
presented a motion calling for the Council’s road 
safety policy to be reviewed. While (as always) the 
Conservative majority amended our motion for 
political reasons, they did agree to a review of 
road safety by the Environment Committee. 
 
Penge’s Labour Councillors have welcomed the 
recent U-turn affecting police coverage in Penge 
and Bromley. As a result, Bromley police will 
retain their own Borough Command Unit, rather 
than being forced to pool resources in a so-called 
‘tri-borough’ arrangement. In addition, local 
police bases which were earmarked for closure 
will now stay open. This means that Penge will 
continue to have its own police team, operating 
out of Copperfield House in Maple Road. 
 
This is good news, but there’s always room for 

improvement. Penge Councillors believe that the 
police ‘non-emergency’ phone service – the 101 
service – is not working as well as it should. 
Reports of anti-social behaviour are falling, 
though we believe the problem is as bad ever. It 
often goes unreported, because people give up 
in frustration when they call 101 but get no 
response. Councillors will be taking the matter 
up on the Public Protection and Enforcement 
Working Group. 
  

Thank you 

Working for everyone in Penge and Cator  
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WE'RE PROUD TO 
HAVE BEEN 
ELECTED IN MAY TO 
REPRESENT YOU  
No matter which party you support, as 
your Councillors, we will always make sure 
your voice is heard.  

OUR PLEDGES TO YOU  

 
TAKING ACTION TOGETHER TO 
TACKLE GANGS AND CRIME  

 
AFFORDABLE, GOOD QUALITY 
HOUSING TO BUY AND RENT  

 
CLEANING UP THE COUNCIL’S 
MESS ON OUR STREETS  

 
SAFER ROADS AND FIXING THE 
COUNCIL’S PARKING MESS  

 
PROTECTING OUR NHS AND 
CARE SERVICES  

 



Peter Fookes made Bromley Alderman  
Peter Fookes stepped down in May, as a 
Councillor, after 28 years of service to the 
people of Penge and Cator. He has been 
made an honorary Alderman of the 
London Borough of Bromley in 
recognition of his service. 
 
On behalf of Kathy, Kevin and Simon, our 
members and local residents, we'd like to 
congratulate Peter and give our thanks 
for his work and unwavering 
commitment to Penge and local residents 
over three decades. He will of course 
continue to be active locally, although he 
will be missed as a Councillor.  

Peter Foulkes just after being 
made an Alderman  

Supporting one another  

Penge has always been a hive of charitable 
activity, and there’s plenty going on right 
now. Over the summer, Bromley pupils were 
working with local care homes, charities, and 
vulnerable people, to raise awareness and 
money as part of the National Citizenship 
Social Action Challenge. One team worked 
with the Kentwood Centre in Penge, raising 
funding for art and craft materials, and 
helping change the way society views 
disabilities. Councillor Kevin Brooks lent 

support by serving on the Challenges panel. 
 
Penge’s Labour Councillors are also involved 
in other initiatives, including the monthly 
‘community lunch’ at Melvin Hall, for 
residents who need companionship or 
support. They plan to cater for thirty at the 
next lunch, and hope to increase the 
numbers as volunteer numbers and 
resources grow. The lunches are funded by 
local donations.  

Labour putting 
our community 
first!  

Your Labour Councillors supporting St 
Christophers Hospice  

KEEP IN TOUCH  
Kathy  
Bance  
 

I have lived in Penge for 45 years, been a Labour 
Councillor since 2010 and served as Mayor of 
Bromley last year. I received a Mayor’s Outstanding 
Volunteer’s Award in 2006 and an MBE in 2011 for 
over 30 years of voluntary work in Penge. 
Kathy runs daytime surgeries at Melvin Hall. 
Email/phone Kathy to book an appointment. 
 

 @KathyBance  
 kathy.bance@bromley.gov.uk  
 07943 062569  

Kevin  
Brooks  
 

I have lived in Penge for eleven years 
and have been Councillor for Penge and 
Cator since 2014. I have bid for greater 
investment in Penge and I successfully 
led the campaign to save Melvin Hall 
from being sold off to developers, 
securing a vital community centre.  

 kevin.brooks@bromley.gov.uk  
 07507 336930  

Simon  
Jeal  
 

I’ve lived in Penge and Cator since 2010 
and was delighted and humbled to be 
elected a Councillor for Penge and 
Cator in 2018. I am a commmittee 
member of Penge Partners, I help run 
the Penge Festival and volunteer with 
Bromley Homeless Shelter.  

 @simon_jeal  
 simon.jeal@bromley.gov.uk  
 07973 745014  
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Universal Credit comes to Bromley  
The Tory Government’s ‘Universal Credit’ 
rolled out in Bromley in recent weeks, 
replacing Jobseekers Allowance, 
Employment Support Allowance, and 
Income Support. 
 
It's well known that claimants have to wait at 
least five weeks for their first Universal Credit 
payment - and that's assuming everything 
goes well. But in areas where the system is 
now well-established, people have faced 
obstacles when making applications; delayed 
payments; and under-payments. In some 
cases these delays and confusions have 
forced vulnerable people even deeper into 
debt. In the worst cases, claimants have been 

unable to pay their rent, and have been 
faced with eviction and homelessness, while 
waiting for their applications to be 
processed. 
 
How we can help 
Penge Councillors are committed to support 
local people facing difficulty as a result of 
Universal Credit. They will be running 
surgeries to help residents with applications, 
and with any obstacles they may encounter. 
For more information on these surgeries, 
contact your local Councillors. Contact 
details are in the panel above. 
 Universal Credit replaces other benefits at 

Job Centre Plus  

 


